
Dosha, flight of the Russian Gypsies
In 1956 Khrushchev’s Thaw triggers the Hungarian Revolution and 
upheaval in the Soviet Empire. During Khrushchev’s first state visit 
to Helsinki, Dosha, star rider of the Soviet Dressage Team and her 
horse defect with the help of local Gypsies. 

The novel follows the life of Dosha, a Gypsy in disguise. It offers 
unique insight into the tribal life of nomadic Gypsies, who under 
Stalin joined partisans fighting Nazi invaders, only to face entrap-
ment during Khrushchev’s Thaw. By then Dosha and her talented 
circus horse have been drafted into the dressage team in Leningrad. 

Navigating political intrigue, narrowly escaping discovery by the KGB, she enters a love 
forbidden to Gypsy women. One goal remains uppermost in her mind – leading her 
tribe and her horse to freedom in the West.

Sonia Meyer is the author of the forthcoming novel, “Dosha, flight of the Russian Gypsies” 
to be released November 1 2010 by Wilderness House Press. 

Sonia Meyer fled the Nazis with her parents when she was 2 years old to live in the 
woods of Germany and Poland with partisans and Gypsies. There her father taught her 
to throw hand grenades using a wooden darning egg. They lived in the woods, in aban-
doned houses, in fields, in isolated excursion inns and barns, always dodging the Ger-
man and later Soviet armies who hunted them relentlessly. Shortly after the war Sonia 
and her family returned to Cologne Germany where she foraged for food with a band of 
Gypsies camped nearby. 
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